
Working Title:  HerbVar Education Working Group 
 
Project Lead: Nora Underwood, for now. 
 
Co-leads: TBA 
 
Abstract: 
The HerbVar Education Working Group aims to help faculty teach undergraduates about 
variability-based issues of scientific and social importance, and to provide research 
training for graduate students and postdocs that will support future variability-based 
research.  We will develop and share teaching materials to improve teaching of 
distributional thinking and its application to issues of broad importance in an 
ecological/evolutionary context, including climate change, habitat fragmentation, and 
sustainable management of pests and microbes.  Two lessons are already posted on the 
HerbVar website.  We will also develop and deliver workshops for graduate students and 
postdocs on how to work with higher moments of distributions as predictors and 
responses.  Individuals interested in joining this group should contact Nora Underwood 
(nunderwood@bio.fsu.edu). 
 
Data: Any publicly available HerbVar dataset can be used as a basis for teaching materials. 
 
Response: NA 
Predictor: NA 
 
Authorship plan/plan for recruitment of authors: Membership in this working group is open 
to anyone.  Separate project descriptions will be posted for any publishable educational 
materials, and authorship plans for those materials will be part of those project 
descriptions. 
 
Timeline: As of Fall 2024 we are in an organizational phase.  Projects will begin as people 
are ready to start them. 


